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the organization which had grown up for the mutual
defense of the artisans lost its original purpose and became
a barrier to the rise of the artisan class. The organiza-
tion was a fetter on individual enterprise and success.
The fact should not be overlooked here that, if we are
to have the mediaeval system of regulation revived, we
want it altogether. That system was not, in intention,
unjust. According to its light it aimed at the welfare of
all. It was not its motive to give privileges, but a sys-
tem of partial interference is sure to be a system of favor-
itism and injustice. It is a system of charters to some to
plunder others. A mediaeval sovereign would never inter-
fere with railroads on behalf of shippers and stop there.
He would fix the interest on bonds and other fixed
charges. He would, upon appeal, regulate the wages of
employees. He would fix the price of coal and other sup-
plies. He would never admit that he was the guardian
of one interest more than another, and he would inter-
fere over and over again as often as stockholders, bond-
holders, employees, shippers, etc., could persuade him
that they had a grievance. He would do mischief over
and over again, but he would not do intentional injustice.
After the mediaeval system broke up and the great
modern States formed, the royal power became the repre-
sentative and champion of national interests in modern
Europe, and it established itself in approximately abso-
lute power by the fact that the interest of the nations to
maintain themselves in the rivalry of States seemed the
paramount interest. Within a few months we have seen
modern Germany discard every other interest in order
to respond to the supposed necessity of military defense.
Not very long ago, in our Civil War, we refused to take
account of anything else until the military task was
accomplished.